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NEWS trom congressman 
CHARlES W. HAlEN, Jr. 
#68-61 
April 5, 1968 
FOR RELEASE UPON RECEIPT 
1428 Longworth Office Bldg . 
Washington , D.C . 205 15 
(202) 225-6465 
Congressman Charles w. Whalen, Jr. (R-Ohio) today joined with 
20 other Republican Congressmen in urging all Members of the House 
to support enactment of the Senate-passed 1968 Civil Rights bill. 
The 21 Congressmen signed a letter (copy enclosed) which went 
to all House Members today. 
The proposal has been under study and preparation for two weeks 
and was to be released on MOnday, April 8. ln view of last night's 
tragic murder of Dr. Martin Luther King, the announcement was advanced 
to today. 
"Enactment of the civil rights legislation this year is imperative," 
Whalen said. "Each additional day of delay increases the possibility 
that this long overdue reform cannot be enacted this year." 
Whalen said the Senate bill is "essentially sound and should be 
accepted by the House without change." 
In discussing the Open Housing portion of the bill, he said it 
is critically important in substance and equally important as a symbol 
to those who have been denied equal rights as citizens too long. 
"This issue is not understood throughout the country," Whalen said. 
"Almost 60 per cent of our people live in the 22 states, including Ohio, 
which have adopted open housing legislation." 
Whalen said the opposition in the House is difficult to understand 
because "the provisions are essentially the same as those passed by the 
House in 1966. This section added by the Senate seeks only to sweep away 
local laws and customs which discriminate against non-white Americans 
seeking to enjoy the full rights of citizenship." 
In the letter to colleagues, Whalen and the other signers said 
WHALEN/#68-61/2222222222 
that approximately 200 House Members, as of yesterday, are prepared 
to vote for the bill. 
This falls short by slightly more than 15 votes of the majority 
needed for passage. 
"The votes of additional Republicans and Democrats are obviously 
needed to pass this legislation," the signatories said. 
The key vote will be on a procedural question that will determine 
whet§er or not the House accepts the Senate bill without a conference. 
Other Ohio signers of the letter are Congressmen William M. 
McCulloch (R-Piqua) and Robert Taft, Jr. (R-Cincinnati). 
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APRIL 5, 1968 
l i\fMED·tATE RE·LEASE 
the at't:ached statement ih I«tt·e~ form was pl"epared ea·rlier 
this week for ··release--as is showri-'*oll next Monday morning. 
Howev~t, the tragic and dreadful ev~nt that took place in 
Mem.phis last night has given this matter a:. new utgertcy. It is 
time for the responsible white community to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with the respollsible Negro community again$t further 
·violence, ~s well 9.13 against hatred and agabtst th'O~ forces 
that~ today, tear at th~ :b.bric of our society ... 
And it is, abO~ all, time tor this Co!lgres$ to complete 
action on the civil tight$ bill 'nOw pending beforoe it--as we 
now ur~e by the immediate ~elease of this statement~ 
this its, as we see it; · tb~ most con.structive way by which 
those of us Who ha~e signed this letter cQuld pay our·individual 
respects to the memory of Dr. Ma~tin Luther King, Jr.; and 
we earhestly hope that he would understand the natu~e of the 
tribute we now offer him. 
******************** 
FOR. RELEASE 
A. if . NEHSPAPERS 
:10NDAY, APRIL 8, 196u 
Dear Colleague: 
Apr{l ~ 1968 
\.Je believe that the house should adopt "t he Senate-passed civil 
rights bill of 1968. On two previous o~casions -- in 1960 and in 1964 --
the House, without reques,t:ing a Conference, adopted s~$i:e.antly altered 
versions of House-approved ~ivil rights bills. 
tJe are -convineed that this measure -- approved i n the Senate 
by 29 -Republicans and 42 Democrats -- is sound attd just le-gislation. 
Hhile tl1e recognize that, like most complex bills, this bill is not perfect 
in every detail, it does seek to protect certain fundamental individual 
rights and assure equality of opportunity for all of our citizens. It 
is an affront to human dignity for any American to find that even though 
his bank balance is ample, his credit rating is good, and the character 
of his family is above reproach, he still cannot buy or rent better housing 
because his skin is not wh i te. 
Some questions have been raised regarding the various new 
sections incorporated in the Senate bill. 
Title I, the anti-riot section, embraces areas covered in H.R. 
421 and ll.R. 2516 (protection of civil rights workers). Both bills passed 
the House in 1967. Republican members of the House Judiciary Committee 
expressed the view in Connnittee Reports on both that the two bills 
actually bear on the same problem, and, therefore, should be combined. 
The Senate has accepted this approach. 
Titles II through VII, deal with the rights of American Indians. 
Our colleague, Ben Reifel of South Dakota, the only American Indian now 
serving in Congress, enthusiastically supports this Indian Bill of Rights 
as being long overdue. 
Title X, regulates the use of firearms in connection with civil 
disorders. Senator Roman Hruska of Nebraska is the author of firearms 
legislation which has the endorsement of sportsmen's groups throughout 
the country. He voted for this civil rights bill in the Senate. 
The key vote will be on a procedural question that will deter-
mine '11hether or not the House accepts the Senate bill uithout a Conference. 
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If the bill goes to Conference , the best that can be said is that it faces an 
uncertain future. Once this bill goes 'to Conference, it must make its tox:tuous 
l-lay through the Senate again even though no cl:!_anges in the Senate bill a.re inade 
l>v the conferees. There is grave danger that delay could defeat the bilL · 
There is no Republican policy position on this bill. It should be noted 
that Bill i1cCulloch, the ranking Republican on the Judiciary Committee 1 intends 
to vote against sending the Senate bill to Conference. He knmJ that a substan-
tial number of Republicans intend to support that position. At this time, it 
appears that approximately 200 House members are prepared to vote for the Senate 
bill . The votes of additional Republicans and Democrats are obviously needed to 
pass this legislation. 
Of course we share the reservations of some of our colleagues with respect 
to the draftsmanship of the Senate bill and the parliamentary procedures being 
followed. But we also share the conviction that it is urgent for our nation that 
effective open housing legislation be passed this year. This matter of simple 
justice has been too long denied. Heighing all these considerations in the 
balance , l-Ie conclude that the civil rights bill should not be exposed to further 
unnecessary hazards. 
\Je ask your help by voting and urging our colleagues to vote for the 
Senate bill l'lithout sending it to C nference. 
lalliam HcCulloch 
Ben Reifel 
Edward G. Biester, Jr. 
Alexander Pirnie 
William 0. Cowger 
Clark HacGregor 
A!l-·ert H. Quie 
John N. Erlenborn 
Charles H. Hhalen, Jr. 
Paul Findley 
Peter H.B. Frelinghuysen 
Sincerely, 
Charles E. Goodell 
F. Bradford Horse 
Hilliam A. Steiger 
Thomas S. Kleppe 
Joseph H. HcDade 
Robert Taft, Jr. 
Howard H. Robison 
John R. Dellenback 
Paul N. :'kCloskey , Jr. 
Gilbert Gude 
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